
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 13 February 2018] 

 p13a-13a 
Mr Tony Krsticevic; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

SCHOOLS — LEAD CONTAMINATION 

10. Mr A. KRSTICEVIC to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s bungling of the testing of lead in the water at new schools despite this issue being raised 
by the opposition over five months ago. 

(1) How arrogant is the Premier to blame the departmental staff, threatening them with a kick up the pants, 
when the truth is that it is the Premier’s responsibility to hold his bungling Minister for Education and 
Training to account? 

(2) Will the Premier now sack her? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(2) Because of the issues, again that we inherited, at the Perth Children’s Hospital from the Liberal and 
Nationals, last year the government decided to undertake some water testing at new schools to make 
sure that there were no issues to do with lead. That was the first time it was done. During eight and 
a half years of opening new schools, the previous government never once tested for lead—never once! 
I find it a little bit hypocritical for the member to come in here and say, “Oh my goodness, look what’s 
happened”, when the former government did not test once. Obviously, we would have liked the testing 
to come back earlier than it did and the minister followed up with the agencies and was given assurances 
that the testing would be done in time for the start of the school year. This mistake happened and we 
apologised about that to parents. We are now assured that the situation is under control and that 
everything is right at these new schools. We are getting on with the job of fixing the previous 
government’s mess at Perth Children’s Hospital. Had the last government stayed in office, that hospital 
would never have opened, because it never would have taken control of it. It was regrettable. We 
apologised to parents for what occurred. We are assured that the situation is now safe and we have, as 
best we can, made amends to those families affected. 
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